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Foreword

GDN firmly on the Next Level 
A Message from Gerardo della Paolera, GDN President

Ten years on, GDN looks to the future

This is a crucial juncture in GDN’s lifetime, and not just because it has completed 10 years
since its inception. The ongoing economic and financial crisis should make us look

critically anew at phenomena that impact development policy and performance, such as
globalization and regional integration. Thus, it is only appropriate that the culmination of our
10th anniversary celebration will be marked by the Annual Global Development Conference in
Prague on the theme ‘Regional and Global Development: Quo Vadis?’ It is crucial to mull over
this question at this point in time, and discussions at Prague will be another step in shaping the
future agenda not just of GDN but everyone concerned with the theory and practice of
development.

These events also coincide with a transition in GDN’s leadership. After Gobind Nankani’s short
but productive tenure as President, Gerardo della Paolera, an eminent, internationally known

scholar and research institution builder succeeds him during a crucial phase, marked by cuts in aid spending worldwide
and a subsequent resource crunch that threatens to slow down policy-based research and outreach efforts. Despite the
constraints, it is encouraging to learn that GDN and its regional networks managed to award around 204 research grants
and that more than 313 researchers from all over the world were involved in our three Global Research Projects.
GDNet, our knowledge portal, continues to emerge as a leading source of development research with more than 15,500
research documents added up to now. 

Looking ahead at the coming years, I am confident that GDN will continue to serve the cause of sustainable
development in the developing world, in an evolved role under the new, dynamic leadership of Gerardo della Paolera.

A Message from Ernesto Zedillo, Chair, GDN Board of Directors

The 10th Anniversary Year is a good time to take stock, consolidate strengths, and then take
on the challenge of charting a new course befitting the demands of an ever changing global

scenario.

GDN is young and evolving; I deem it my privilege to be serving GDN and thereby the
research community at this critical juncture.

My five months in office have made for a very hectic period. To begin with I was able to meet
many of our Network Partners and hold fruitful discussions with them. I would like to thank
them for their graciousness, free and frank observations and feedback. I look forward to similar
exchanges with our remaining Partners whom I plan to visit in the coming months.

I find the mission of GDN an extremely noble one and I am working on refining its nuances and reviewing the
activities that will lead us to our goal. I would like to share just a few outstanding events from the past few months.

A very promising beginning was made on many fronts.  In October, GDN participated in the deliberations at the 14th
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Annual LACEA-LAMES (Latin American & Caribbean Economic Association meetings) in Buenos Aires, Argentina
and was much enriched listening to the various presentations. While I was the chairperson of a session, Ernesto Zedillo,
GDN’s chair of the Board, was the keynote speaker at the Opening Plenary Session. The conference provided a good
opportunity for expanding GDN’s outreach with researchers in Latin America and to reinforce GDN’s goals effectively
in the region. 

I also held a series of meetings with Board members and the LACEA management to discuss ideas related to the new
strategic directions that GDN would be embarking upon in the coming year. 

In addition, I attended the Conferences organized by our partners ERF (the Economic Research Forum, in the Middle
East and the North African region) in Cairo, Egypt and AERC (the African Economic Research Consortium, sub-
Saharan region) in Nairobi, Kenya. Both conferences were impressive regional gatherings of eminent speakers who
reflected on regional concerns about the fallouts of the economic crisis. At the ERF conference, the ERF- GDN
workshop on Poverty, Growth and Inequality took place and we made a presentation on ‘The Unending Search for a
New Global Monetary and Financial Architecture’ at one of the plenary sessions. 

I am also pleased to share with you the launch of our ‘Global Policy Dialogues’ series in December. The first dialogue,
among others lined up for the coming year, was held in New Delhi, in collaboration with the International Monetary
Fund. The event, on ‘Lessons with IMF’s Newest Crisis Programs and its Evolving Mandate,’ saw a host of eminent
policymakers, bankers and academicians come together to analyze the experiences of the Fund’s 15- country crisis
program and its evolving mandate. The aim of the Dialogues is to engage policy makers, researchers, the academic
community and international development experts on key issues that impact the global economy and look for
alternative policy options reflecting the concerns of the developing nations.   

The year was marked by the smooth shifting of the Headquarters of the South Asia Network of Economic Research
Institutes (SANEI) from Pakistan to Bangladesh; a special thank you to Dr. Rashid Amjad, Vice Chancellor and his
colleagues at the Pakistan Institute of Development Economics (PIDE) for hosting SANEI for the last five years. We are
grateful for their valuable work on strengthening the network, advancing capacity building and carrying out world class
policy-relevant research in the region. GDN looks forward to continuing its collaboration with colleagues at PIDE. 

At the same time, I welcome the Bangladesh Institute of Development Studies (BIDS), based in Dhaka, as the new
home for SANEI and look forward to a fruitful partnership. BIDS now joins our global network in promoting the
common goals of nurturing existing talent and bringing to the forefront young, promising researchers to address
pressing development challenges. 

The year also saw the culmination of GDN’s three Global Research Projects- Promoting Innovative Health Programmes from
the Developing World: Towards realizing the Health MDGs in Africa and Asia, Development on the Move: Measuring and
Optimizing Migration’s Economic and Social Impacts, and Moving out of Poverty: Understanding Freedom, Democracy and Growth
from the Bottom Up. The projects have now reached the dissemination stage.

GDNet stands tall as a knowledge hub, collating and communicating policy-relevant research from the Southern
nations. With a research repository of more than 9,500 researchers, 4,300 organizations and 15,500 research documents,
it truly signifies knowledge communication from and for the Global South. 

The global economic downturn notwithstanding, we take this as an opportunity to centre-stage fresh perspectives from
the Developing World: and GDN is in a position to take up this challenge. In the coming year, we look forward to
conceptualizing a long term vision for the consolidation of this institution, and being part of a process that places GDN
firmly on the next level of engagement in furthering better research and better policy for a better developing world.   
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The re-designed version 
of GDNet, GDN’s  knowledge 
portal is launched at the Annual
Conference in Kuwait. 
The redesigned website is 
more interactive, social
networking-enabled and 
web 2.0 ready. 
February
Kuwait

The GDN Survey 2009 is carried
out, among researchers representing
64 countries, at its Annual
Conference in Kuwait. The survey
aimed at understanding how they
perceived the ongoing economic
downturn. Results of the survey
were reported on the VoxEU and
The London Summit 2009
website.  
February 
Kuwait

‘Journal of Development
Effectiveness’ launched at the 3ie
(International Initiative for Impact
Evaluation- a program division of
GDN) Impact Evaluation
Conference.
March 30- April 3
Cairo, Egypt

GDN and the Overseas
Development Institute, UK,
support a workshop titled ‘Linking
Research and Public Policies in
Latin America,’ organised by
Center for the Implementation of
Public Policies Promoting Equity
and Growth (CIPPEC), Economic
and Social Research Consortium
(CIES) and Grupo Faro. 
June 25-26
Buenos Aires, Argentina

Dissemination workshops for
GDN’s Global Research Project
‘Promoting Innovative Programs
from the Developing World:
Towards Realizing the Health
MDGs.’
Pretoria: July 2-3.
Accra: July 6-7.
Bangkok: July 10-11

Oceania Development
Network (ODN), GDN’s
Regional Network Partner,
holds a three-day planning
meeting to discuss
strengthening of its portfolio.
The meeting was also
attended by NZAID and
AUSAid.
June 15-17
Samoa

GDN board members convene at
their Mid-Year meeting to review
progress on its various activities.
Among other issues, the Board
discussed the strategic direction
for GDN for the next five years
under a new leadership, that of
President Dr. Gerardo della
Paolera.
June 25-26
Cairo, Egypt

Global Workshop to mark
the first phase of
‘Strengthening Institutions to
Improve Public Expenditure
Accountability,’ GDN’s five-
year research project
funded by the Department
for International
Development (DFID), UK
and implemented in
partnership with Results for
Development (R4D).
May 18-20 
Washington DC, USA

GDN meets with its Regional
Network Partners (RNPs) to
discuss ongoing and 
proposed activities. 
June 30-July 2
Prague, Czech Republic

Research teams in GDN’s
Global Research Project
‘Development on the Move:
Measuring and Optimizing
Migration’s Economic and Social
Impacts?’ present their findings
at the final global workshop
hosted by the Vienna Institute for
International Economics (wiiw).
July 24-25
Vienna, Austria



GDN’s regional partner South
Asia Network of Economic
research Institutes (SANEI) shifts
to the Bangladesh Institute of
Development Studies (BIDS),
Dhaka, Bangladesh from the
Pakistan Institute of Development
Economics (PIDE), Islamabad,
Pakistan, where it was based for
five years. SANEI is a Regional
Network Partner of GDN.
October 

GDN launches its Working
Paper Series, to stimulate
discussion and disseminate
research conducted as part of
its various projects. 
September
New Delhi

GDN organizes the first in its
series of ‘Global Policy
Dialogues,’ in collaboration with
the IMF, on ‘Experience with
IMF’s Newest Crisis Programs
and its Evolving Mandate.’
December 11
New Delhi

GDNet Research Communications for Policy Influence
Workshops, organized in collaboration with African Economic
Research Consortium (AERC) in Nairobi and Center for
Poverty analysis (CEPA) in Colombo. The Workshops were
facilitated by Overseas Development Institute (ODI) 
November 26-28, Nairobi; December 2-3, Colombo

14th Annual LACEA Meeting (Latin American and Caribbean
Economic  Association, a Regional Network Partner of GDN) and
the 2009 LAMES (Latin American Meeting of the Econometric
Society) 
October 1-3
Buenos Aires

The Economic Research Forum convenes its 16th Annual
Conference on ‘Shocks Vulnerability and Therapy.’
November 7-9, Cairo

GDN organizes jointly with the African Economic Research
Consortium (AERC), workshops for the UNDP-funded
project ‘Institutional Capacity Strengthening of African
Public Policy Institutes to Support Inclusive Growth and 
the MDGs.’ 
Cape Town, May 7-8
Nairobi, November 26-28

7

GDN welcomes its
new President, Dr.
Gerardo della
Paolera. Dr.
Paolera assumed
office in August. 



GDN’s 10th Anniversary

8

The year 2009 marked the 10th Anniversary of GDN. The anniversary
celebrations were launched at the Gala Dinner during the 10th Annual
Global Development Conference in Kuwait. Isher Judge Ahluwalia, a
founding member of GDN, chaired the dinner. Lyn Squire, the Founding
President of GDN and Richard
Cooper, Deputy Chairman of the
GDN Board, were guests of honour. 

As the three addressed the gathering,
they reflected upon the time GDN
was founded and the ten years since,
and shared their visions of the ‘way
forward’. Dr. Ahluwalia said that
“sometimes it seemed that GDN
hadn’t come very far, given that the
poverty reduction and bridging the
policy-knowledge gap are continuous, long-term processes”. However, the
creation of GDN, she emphasized, marked the beginning of raising the
status of local research.

Lyn Squire, who led GDN as President for eight years since its inception,
said that GDN’s survival for a decade suggested that the institution was
founded on a good idea and that the idea was being implemented
effectively. Therefore, the institution is likely to endure.  

While emphasizing upon the need to conceive of new channels through
which research could influence policy, Richard Cooper said that the surest

way for scholars to influence policy is for them to go into government directly. He cited the examples of Ernesto
Zedillo, his “… best known PhD student (who) did just that, through a fluke of history, he became President of
Mexico and was subsequently promoted to Chairman of GDN. Another example, is the Foreign Minister of
Kuwait (Sheikh Mohammed al-Sabah) who spoke to you this morning.”

The three speakers, and all other
participants, wished GDN all the
best for the coming years ahead as
the Network continues to build on
its efforts to generate and promote
high quality policy-based research,
under the leadership of a new
President, Dr. Gerardo della
Paolera.

“…the institution is founded on a good idea…”

Isher Judge Ahluwalia

Lyn Squire

Richard Cooper

Conference delegates at the special session on GDN’s 10th anniversary & opening dinner
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GDN is Global…
Globally promotes the use of developing country
generated knowledge. Links research institutes from 
11 regions and more than 100 countries.
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Asia Pacific
Oceania Development Network,
Samoa

The Oceania Development
network (ODN) serves as
GDN’s Network Partner for
Australia, New Zealand and
the South Pacific. The ODN

Secretariat is currently based at the National
University of Samoa (NUS).

� In June 2009, ODN members held a two-
and-a-half days planning meeting at NUS, to
discuss strategies to strengthen the network’s
portfolio of activities and provide more support
for capacity building of the Pacific Islands’

research community. The meeting was attended
by the Executive Committee of ODN, NZAID,
AUSAid and was held in partnership with GDN. 

� A Working Paper titled ‘A Slice of Paradise?
Millenium Development Goals in the Pacific:
Progress, Pitfalls and Potential Solutions’ was
published by ODN in August.

� At a Capacity Building Workshop organized in
Samoa on October 30-31, 2009, grantees under
the latest round of Regional Research
Competition funded by GDN presented their
proposals for review by resource persons. The
workshop was also an opportunity for grantees
from previous rounds to present their research
reports and findings.

GDN works with Regional Network Partners in almost every region of the world. This ensures
generation of research by those best placed to understand the complexities of the challenges faced
by different regions to mitigating poverty. 

Eight of our Regional Network Partners based in developing and transition countries include the
most prominent social science research institutes of these regions. This cooperation allows us to
truly reach our core constituency - local researchers in the developing and transition world. In
addition, two networks based in Japan and Belgium are the result of our efforts to link research
institutes in both the developed and developing worlds.

Our relationship with regional networks is not limited to provision of research grants We sponsor
members of our various networks through the entire range of GDN activities. In addition to
offering financial assistance to our Regional Network Partners we:

! Provide researchers access to high-quality data without cost through our website
! Produce policy-relevant knowledge on a global scale
! Build research capacity to advance development and alleviate poverty
! Facilitate knowledge sharing among researchers

RNPs host a range of GDN’s activities at their regional level, including the Regional Research
Competitions (RRCs) that aim to promote high-quality research in developing and transition
countries. 
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Commonwealth of Independent States
Economics Education and Research
Consortium (EERC), Kyiv, Ukraine

EERC has been GDN’s
Regional Network Partner in
the Commonwealth of
Independent States (CIS) since
2000.

EERC sponsors a bi-annual Economic Research
and Grants Competition, designed to provide
support to policy relevant research on five
designated competition themes. In 2009, the
consortium received 214 applications over two
rounds of applications, of which 15 have been
recommended for funding so far. 

� At the GDN Annual Conference in 2009,
EERC conducted a survey among 200
participants who shared their views about the
effects of and policy solutions to the ongoing
economic crisis. Results of the survey were
reported on the VoxEU and The London
Summit 2009 website  

� EERC, along with Center for Economic
research and Graduate Education- Economics
Institute (CERGE-EI), Prague, launched in
June 2009 the research project ‘Cities-An
Analysis of the Post Communist Experience,’ 
under GDN’s ‘Inter-regional Research Project’
initiative. This project aims to gain insights into
the 21st century urban life by studying the
transition of post-communist cities from an
‘out-of-market equilibrium’ state towards a
more ‘normal’ one, and comparing it with the
development of comparable cities in the West
over the years. 

� Seven individual project proposals have been
selected for inclusion in the larger study. The
$250,000 project complements the 2009 Word
Development Report which focuses on
Economic Geography but omits the unique
environment of the CIS and CEE.  

East Asia
East Asian Development Network
(EADN), Bangkok, Thailand

Founded in 1998, The East
Asian Development
Network (EADN), GDN’s
Regional Network Partner

in East Asia, seeks to strengthen research
capacity and research networking in the
developing countries of the region, with the aim
of producing world class research in the area of
social sciences, for application to policy debates
at the local and national level.

� The Tenth EADN Annual Forum was held
in Bangkok on May 21-22, 2009. Around 56
representatives from 11 EADN countries and
38 universities and research organizations took
part. Plans and preliminary results of new
research projects were presented and ideas for a
new regional research project were discussed.

� A dissemination workshop was help in
September 2009 in Seoul, as part of the EADN-
led Regional Research project called ‘Foreign
Direct Investment in East Asia.’ The nine-
country study analyses the impact of FDI in
growth and development strategy of each
country, and its spill-over effects on domestic
firms; horizontal, forward and backward
linkages. 

� A book called “Economic and Social Impact
of Market Liberalization: A Study on Early
Harvest Program under China-ASEAN FTA,”
an outcome of an EADP-led RRP by the same
name that finished in 2008, was published in
January, 2009. 

� GDN welcomes Mohammad Ariff, from
Malaysia Institute of Economic Research and a
member of EADN, to its Board of Directors. 
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Eastern and Central Europe
Center for Economic research and
Graduate Education- Economics
Institute (CERGE-EI), Prague,
Czech Republic

CERGE-EI is GDN’s
Regional Network Partner
for Eastern and Central
Europe. The region is

hugely diverse; CERGE-EI and GDN work
together to promote researchers from 17
countries, speaking 13 different languages.

� CERGE-EI hosted the mid-year meeting
between GDN and its Regional Network
Partners (RNPs) between June 30- July 2, 2009.
The RNPs shared details of their ongoing and
proposed activities, including the Regional
Research Competitions, Regional Training
Programs and Inter-regional Research Projects.
The next RNP-GDN meeting will be held at the
annual Global Development Conference in
Prague, January 2010.

� In April 2009, CERGE-EI called for proposals
under the Round X of its Regional Research
Competition, funded by GDN. A total of 106
proposals have been received in response. The
entries are currently being reviewed and grantees
will be announced by mid-January. 

� GDN is pleased to announce the re-
appointment of Boris Vujcic, Deputy Governor,
Croatian National Bank and a member of
CERGE-EI, to its Board of Directors.

Latin America and the Caribbean
Latin America and the Caribbean
Economic Association (LACEA),
Bogota, Columbia

LACEA and GDN have
been partner organizations
since 1999. Funding from

GDN and the World Bank enabled the creation

of ‘Economia,’ LACEA’s flagship journal,
alongside its five major research networks:

! Network on Inequality and Poverty (NIP)
! Network on Political Economy (NPE)
! Network on International finance (NIF)
! Regional Integration Network (RIN)
! Impact Evaluation Network (IEN)

� On March 12-15, 2009, LACEA organized its
10th Annual Workshop in International
Economics and Finance in Montevideo, with
financial support from the Inter-American
Development Bank (IADB) and the Central
Bank of Uruguay. More than a hundred
academics and policy makers discussed
international trade, financial market governance,
regulatory reforms, risk and shocks in the context
current global economic crisis. Policy discussion
sessions were open to the general public and
press, and were attended by important opinion
leaders of Uruguay. 

� The 14th Annual LACEA Meeting and the
2009 LAMES (Latin American Meeting of the
Econometric Society) were hosted by the
Universidad Torcuato Di Tella, Buenos Aires on
October 1-3. One of the most important
professional meetings of Economists in South
America, the meetings are considered a landmark
in bridging research and policy. 

The program covered a wide range of topics, in
areas of economics as diverse as applied
microeconomics and program evaluation,
political economy, migration and family
economics. About 700 participants presented
their work at the meetings, which had six plenary
speakers, 24 invited lecturers and about 70
presenters in invited sessions and panels. LACEA
President Dr. Mauricio Cardenas delivered the
Presidential Address on “Matters of State. Why
Latin American has Underperformed.”

The meeting hosted the winner of the 2007
Nobel Prize in Economics, Professor Roger
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Myerson, who gave the Econometric Society’s
presidential address, and Former Mexican
President and GDN Chairman Dr. Ernesto
Zedillo who gave the inaugural address.

Middle East and North Africa
Economic Research Forum (ERF),
Cairo, Egypt

Established in 1993, the
Economic Research
Forum (ERF) is GDN’s

Regional Network Partner in the Middle East
and North Africa (MENA) region. 

� ERF’s 16th Annual Conference, on the theme
“Shocks, Vulnerability and Therapy” was held in
on November 7-9, 2009. The choice of theme
was motivated by the current financial crisis,
discussed in the context of similar crises in the
past. Plenary and parallel sessions featured
distinguished speakers such as Justin Lin,
Anthony Venables, Mongi Boughzala, Francios
Bourguignon, Hasan Ersel, Martin Ravallion,
Masood Ahmed, Mahmoud El-Gamal and
GDN President Gerardo della Paolera.

� On June 17-18 2009, ERF organized the
‘Regional Conference on Financing Higher
Education in Arab Countries’ in Amman,
Jordan. The aim of the conference was to
disseminate the results of its Ford Foundation-
funded project called “Access and Equity in
Financing Higher education: A Comparative
Assessment of 6 Arab countries.” The project
provided an assessment of the adequacy,
efficiency and equity of public expenditures on
higher education, an analysis of the factors that
are likely to complicate the financing of higher
education in the future and an assessment of
actions taken to date to meet these challenges.

� On July 13-16, 2009, ERF organized a 4-day
training workshop on ‘Writing Winning
Research Proposals and Papers’ in Cairo, Egypt.
The training was designed to sharpen the

participants’ skills in writing policy relevant,
methodologically sound proposals and papers in
the research areas of ‘Institutions/Governance
and Labour’ and ‘Human Development.’ The
participants were researchers who had
submitted proposals for presenting papers at the
ERF 16th Annual Conference in Cairo,
November 2009. 

South Asia
South Asia Network of Economic
Research Institutes (SANEI),
Islamabad, Pakistan

The South Asia
Network of Economic
Research Institutes
(SANEI) is GDN’s
Regional Network

Partner for the South Asia region, with a
membership of 55 research institutes across
Bangladesh, India, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri
Lanka.

� In the XIth round of GDN’s Regional
Research Competitions conducted by SANEI,
research proposals were invited on the theme
‘Growth, Employment, and Poverty Nexus in
the Current Financial Crisis.’ A total of 48
proposals were received, of which 11 have been
approved for funding.

GDN thanks the Pakistan Institute of
Development Economics (PIDE) for hosting
SANEI for the last five years. We are grateful
for their valuable work on strengthening the
network, advancing capacity building and
carrying out world class policy-relevant
research in the region. GDN looks forward
to continuing its collaboration with
colleagues at PIDE and a fruitful partnership
with the Bangladesh Institute of
Development Studies (BIDS), the new
home for SANEI.
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Sub-Saharan Africa
African Economic Research
Consortium (AERC), Nairobi,
Kenya

The African Economic
research Consortium
(AERC) is GDN’s Regional
Network Partner for Sub-
Saharan Africa. 

� A key issue for AERC during 2009 was the
ongoing global economic and financial crisis.
Through its research and other activities, the
consortium opened up discussions on the effect
of the global downturn on Africa. The theme of
its 11th Senior Policy Seminar, held in Lusaka,
Zambia on April 6-8, 2009, was ‘The Global
Economic Crisis and its Implications for African
Economies.’ Over 80 participants, including
policy makers, advisors, academics and bankers
from 20 African nations participated in the
event. 

� AERC’s biannual thematic research
workshops continue to be the single most
important gathering of Economists in the Sub-
Saharan African region. They are organized for
reviewing research proposals and reports,
including ones funded by GDN.
In the May/June 2009 workshop, around 74
proposals on the theme ‘Global Food Price
Shocks: Causes, Consequences and Policy
Options in Africa’ were presented and reviewed.
The proposals came from 17 African nations.
The workshop was attended by academicians,
policymakers, bankers and representatives of
organizations like International Development
Research Centre (IDRC), The Bill and Melinda
Gates Foundation, African Development Bank,
United Nations Economic Commission for
Africa (UNECA) and International Initiative for
Impact Evaluation (3ie). 

� On May 7-8 (Cape Town) and November  
26 -28 (Nairobi) GDN and AERC jointly
organized workshops for their UNDP-funded

project ‘Institutional Capacity Strengthening of
African Public Policy Institutes to Support Inclusive
Growth and the MDGs’ in Cape Town, South
Africa. The workshops followed those in 
Accra (June 2008) and Kuwait (February 2009).
During 2009, the group also chalked out a
dissemination strategy for the project which
includes publication of papers in the GDN
Working Paper Series, submission of selected
papers to a special issue of a journal with a focus
on Africa and an edited volume in the GDN-
Edward Elgar Global Development Series of
publications.

Japan
GDN-Japan, Tokyo, Japan

GDN-Japan
provides
researchers in

developing countries with information,
knowledge and expertise from the Japanese
research community. The Japan Bank for
International Cooperation institute (JBIC
Institute), based in Tokyo, serves as the  regional
coordinating hub for this network. In 2008, the
Overseas Economic Cooperation Operations
(OECOs) of JBIC merged with Japan
International Cooperation Agency (JICA), and
the JBIC Institute became the JICA Research
Institute (JICA-RI).   

� GDN-Japan supports GDN by providing
resource persons for Global Research
Projects, and organizing parallel sessions at
the annual Global Development Conferences.
At the 10th edition of the conference in
Kuwait, GDN-Japan organized the session
‘Natural Resources and Development:
Alternative Ideas for Sustainable
Development,’ that focused on alternative
views on community-level resource
development. Prof. Keiichi Tsunekawa,
Executive Director of  JICA-RI, chaired the
session hosting the final round of the Japanese
Award for the Most Innovative 
Development Project (MIDP).
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Western Europe
European Development Research
Network (EUDN), Belgium

The European Development
Network (EUDN) links
members of different
development research
institutions, particularly in the

field of Development Economics, from Europe
with the rest of the world.

� Cooperation between GDN and EUDN
provides a platform for engaging European
development researchers with their counterparts
in the rest of the world. EUDN provides
reviewers and mentors for both our Global
Research Projects and Regional Research
Competitions. In addition, members of EUDN
are involved in the steering committee for
several research projects. EUDN has also
provided discussants at our annual conferences
and selection committee members for the annual
Global Development Awards and Medals
Competition. 

� In collaboration with Agence Française de
Développement (AfD), EUDN organizes annual
conferences aimed at promoting a constructive
dialogue between academic research and
operational expertise in order to explore lessons
and perspectives for ODA policies.  The seventh
conference was held in Paris on December 9,
2009, on the topic “Fragmentation in a
Globalised World.” Around 700 academics and
development practitioners from both the North
and the South attended the event, including Alan
Winters (Sussex University and DFID);
Mustapha Nabli (World Bank); André Sapir
(Free Univeristy of Brussels); François
Bourguignon (Paris School of Economics);
Pierre Jacquet (AFD); Carlos Winograd 
(Paris School of Economics); and JustinLin (The
World Bank).

� EUDN has teamed up with the
Microinsurance Innovation Facility since 2008

to stimulate further research on microinsurance
as an instrument in poverty reduction. To
achieve this goal, the Facility and the EUDN are
issuing series of research grants. Through two
calls held in 2009, 140 proposals were received
for studies to be conducted in 25 developing
countries, of which 20 were selected for funding. 

North America
Bureau for Research and Analysis 
of Development (BREAD), 
United States

BREAD is a network of leading scholars engaged
in research in
development
economics. A non-
profit organisation,

BREAD is dedicated to promoting outstanding
research and scholarship in the field through two
core activities: conferences and a working paper
series. 

� Of the two conferences held in 2009, the first
was at Duke University, North Carolina with
funding from Duke. The second was at the
London School of Economics, England, and was
held in collaboration with the Actors, Markets
and Institutions in Developing Countries
(AMID) Marie Curie Initial Training Network
and the Center for Economic Policy Research
(CEPR). Authors of papers at these conferences
included such established leaders as Abhijit
Banerjee (MIT), Kaushik Basu (Cornell),
Francesco Caselli (LSE), Stefan Dercon
(Oxford), Kaivan Munshi (Brown), Ben Olken
(MIT) and Mark Rosenzweig (Yale).  

� BREAD also organizes Summer Schools
which provide current graduate students and
those who have recently completed their PhD
with unparalleled opportunities to interact with
some of the best development economists in the
world. In 2009, AMID, in collaboration with
CEPR and BREAD, organized a Summer
School on fielding surveys. 
� With a common interest in promoting
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linkages and interaction between research and
policymakers, the partnership between GDN
and BREAD is mutually reinforcing. With
BREAD’s strength in Development Economics
and networking activities, and GDN’s advantage

in research and datasets from developing and
transition countries, the partnership provides
researchers access to resources for high-quality,
policy-relevant research.

Regional Research Competitions (RRCs)

Held every year by GDN’s Regional Network Partners, the unique Regional Research
Competitions (RRCs) promote high-quality research in developing and transition countries.

GDN has disbursed $22.63 million through more than 1100 grants in this competition.
A unique feature of RRCs is that competition is complemented by cooperation. In addition to
providing research grants, RRCs involve mentoring of grantees by experts, special training
programs, “quality assurance” mechanisms to improve research results, and projects to bridge
research and policy.

While each region has its own procedures and guidelines for the competition, all are guided by the
principles of openness, transparency, and diversity in representation of countries, cities,
institutions, and groups of researchers. Submitted research proposals are reviewed by panels of
experts from both within and outside the region. After selection, researchers are supported at each
stage through extensive feedback from project reviewers and advisors and several rounds of peer
reviews at research workshops.
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The Global Development Awards
and Medals Competition is the
largest international contest for
research on development. The
main goal of the initiative is to raise
interest in and foster new
knowledge on development issues
while also rewarding creativity and
innovation in research generated
throughout the developing world.
Through this competition GDN
reaches out to researchers in
developing and transition countries
and supports promising local
research with potential policy
implications. Nearly 5,700 scholars
representing more than 100
countries have participated in this
competition to date. Launched in
2000, several governments,

multilateral institutions and private
corporations have joined the
Government of Japan in supporting
the competition. Each year roughly
$250,000 is awarded in grants to
researchers and development
practitioners from developing
countries.

The  2009 Competition focused on
key issues such as globalization,
regional integration and
international migration against the
backdrop of the current global
economic and financial crisis, the
political and economic
repercussions of which can already
be felt across countries and regions.
The impact of these crises on the
architecture of developing

countries cannot be understated.
They have prompted many to
challenge globalization and they are
also likely to hasten the structural
shift in global economic power
from Western countries to
emerging markets. Submissions for
the 2009 research awards were
sought in three thematic categories:
� Globalization, Regulation and

Development 
� International Migration:

Crossing Borders, Changing
Lives? 

� Regional Integration-
Convergence Big Time, or, an
Opportunity Wasted?

The hugely successful competition
received over 500 submissions.
Over 60% of the applications were
from South Asia and Sub-Saharan
Africa. The concluding round of
the competition will take place at
GDN’s Eleventh Global
Development Conference in
Prague, Czech Republic where
finalists will present before an
eminent panel of judges. 

Global Development Awards
and Medals Competitions

Members of the Jury, Donors and GDN’s Chairperson, Ernesto Zedillo (back row 3rd

from right) with the winners of the 2008 GDN Awards and Medals Competition at the

10 the Annual Global Development Conference in Kuwait

“I am extremely delighted, as I am sure my whole team will be back home. This
award will encourage [researchers from developing countries] to do more and be
more innovative.” - MIDP Award Winner 2008
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GDN is for
Development…
Builds research capacity to advance development 
and promotes research reflecting the developing and
transition countries’ perspective
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Global Research Projects
Explaining development comprehensive and comparative

Global Research Projects (GRPs) seek to inform policy debates on current development issues of global concern
through a comprehensive and comparative approach, harnessing the global nature of the network to conduct
studies in many countries simultaneously. They balance GDN's twin goals of generating high-quality research
and building research capacity with its developing country partners.

The projects involve case studies in different countries on a common theme. Building understanding at the
country-level and comparing across countries allows impacts to be tracked and outcomes anticipated to
provide a sound basis for policy intervention.

Global Research Projects also encourage cross-fertilization among researchers from different countries. Key
to this effort is the facilitation of high-quality work by local authors in partnership with each other and with
development specialists from around the world. Through such networking and capacity building, GDN
hopes to facilitate the creation of local knowledge of a global calibre, which is essential for development.

Following is a snapshot of four recent GRPs, three of which are currently in their dissemination phase. 

Promoting Innovative Programs
from the Developing World:
Towards Realizing the Health
MDGs in Africa and Asia

This recently-concluded Global Research Project
consisted of evaluations of 19 health programs in
developing and transition countries targeted at
achieving the health Millennium Development Goals.
It has developed a body of evidence that informs policy
and efforts to improve health outcomes in similar
contexts.

Funded by the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, the
project comprised of impact evaluations of national
programs implemented by governments, multi-
country programs implemented by international
organizations and large non-governmental institutions
(NGOs) and smaller indigenously developed and
implemented solutions. While much attention is paid

to the first and second types of programs, less
information is available about the smaller, local ones.
This project served to bridge this gap in evidence.

Both new and ongoing programs were evaluated in the
project through a range of methods, from randomized
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experimental evaluations to observational designs.
Some of the non-experimental studies use cross-
sectional primary data, with methods such as
matching estimators and instrumental variables
(IV), and others using longitudinal secondary data,
with methods such as difference-in-differences
(DiD) and DiD combined with matching. 

Policy-relevant evidence
Six of the studies show how maternal and child health
can be improved by earmarking resources to specific
issues, even in resource-scarce environments. An
example is the Brazilian ‘Family Health
Program,’ under which basic healthcare is
delivered through small community-based teams of
health workers (covering 3,000-4,000 people)
focusing on preventive care. The program has proved
to be highly successful, reducing infant mortality

by about 20% and proving to be highly cost-
effective.

A second group of seven interventions attempts
to change the incentives confronting providers or users of
health services. Even seemingly trivial changes in
incentives can have impact. Changing from
opting in to opting out of HIV testing increased
tenfold the number of tests taken by attendees at
Thai clinics, for example. 

Innovative delivery mechanisms can play a crucial
role in improving health status.  Six
interventions studies in the project illustrate how
non-health mechanisms can be used to deliver
health programs.  The School Based Malaria
Program, in which teachers are trained to
diagnose malaria and other health problems on
the basis of signs and symptoms according to the
national protocol and to dispense medicine from
specially prepared Pupil Treatment Kits, is a
good example.

Findings of the project were disseminated
through a series of workshops in July 2009, in
Pretoria, Accra, Bangkok and New Delhi. Also as
part of the dissemination efforts, a special parallel
session will be organized at GDN’s Annual
Global Development Conference in Prague,
January 2010, where the project’s findings will
be discussed by researchers involved in it.   

Development on the Move:
Measuring and Optimizing
Migration’s Economic and
Social Impacts

This is a multi-year, innovative, policy-focused
Global Research Project jointly managed by the
Global Development Network (GDN) and the
institute for public policy research (ippr) in
London. Development on the Move is a ground-
breaking global project that has gathered new
qualitative and quantitative data about
migration’s development impacts. By drawing on
comparable evidence from a number of countries
around the world, the project has sought to

comprehensively assess how migration affects
development and to improve understanding of
how policy can maximize migration’s
development benefits and minimize its costs.
Following a pilot study in Jamaica, six country
case studies were carried out by local research
partners in Colombia, Fiji, Georgia, Ghana,
Macedonia, and Vietnam. Each of these involved
gathering in-depth data on thousands of
households and using this evidence to develop
new and workable policy recommendations for
their respective governments. In addition to this,
experts had been identified to work with the
country research teams as external advisors to
strengthen capacity towards excellence in
research, thereby enabling long term capacity

Provider-initiated Counseling, Thailand. (Photo courtesy:
The World Bank
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building and local ownership for the project.
Besides making a substantial contribution to the
existing stock of knowledge about the impact of
migration on each of the countries in question,
the comparative nature of this research has also
allowed us to draw conclusions about the impact
of migration as a whole on development
holistically.

This will help to fill a gap in the current
literature on migration and development, which
has tended to focus on particular localities,
regions or countries, with little explicit
investigation into how migration affects
development across countries, including the
investigation of where similarities and
differences occur, and why this might be. 

Research Highlights
Among the reasons to migrate, economic reasons
were the most quoted by both men and women,
absent as well as return migrants. 67% in
Colombia, 90% and 60.8% of returned migrants
and 70% and 73% of absent migrants in Vietnam
and Georgia respectively and more than 90% in
Ghana migrate in order to ‘earn, save and send
more money’. 

Migrants’ Age - Another consistent trend across
countries is the departure of young-working age
adults aged between 20-40 years on an average.
About 68.7% of return migrants and 71.5% of
absent migrants in Macedonia, 49.7% of absent
migrants and 56.5% return migrants in Georgia
and over 80% of all absent migrants and about
75% of return migrants in Ghana, fall under this
category. 

Duration of Stay - One observes that while there
is a clear tendency for Macedonian migrants to
remain abroad for longer, 76.5% of all absent
migrants have been staying out for more than 5
years and 48% of all returned migrants have
stayed abroad for over 10 years, migrants in
Vietnam and Georgia on the other hand live
abroad for a period of 1 to 5 years on average. In
Jamaica, a totally different picture emerges with
more circular migration: over 50% of Jamaican
migrants are away for less than a year. 

Remittances - The percentage of migrants remitting
back to their respective households has been
relatively high across the board. 76.5%, 67% and
63.4% of absent migrants in Vietnam, Jamaica and
Ghana respectively, and 72.2% of all migrant
groups in Georgia remit while overseas. 

Skills’ Acquisition - In Georgia, it was found that
migrants from the capital gain both in terms of
tertiary education (47.4% of those from the
capital) and work-related skills (45%). In both
Ghana and Vietnam, on the contrary, only about
17% have acquired some education to improve
their human capital as part of their emigration
experience, while in Macedonia, 52 % of the
absent migrants were found to have not obtained
any additional qualifications or education while
abroad.

Range of Outputs
One of the outcomes of this project is a
comprehensive and unique database which will
be a basis for further research in the field of
migration. Other outputs from this project so far
has been diverse, including several workshops, a
working paper series, a short film, a number of
comparative reports, a publicly available
household dataset, and a set of in-depth country
studies. In the year 2009 the project received a
lot of visibility with presentations at- United
Nations Institute for Training and Research
(UNITAR) in March, Global Forum on
Migration and Development, Athens (Civil
Society Meeting) in November. ippr also
organized a seminar on migration, development
and the global economy in October, 09 in
London.

A final report summarizing the work of the last
three and a half years, setting out what we did,
what we found, what it means for policymakers,
and what we learnt in the process will be
presented at the DotM Special Session at the
GDN 11th Annual Conference, Prague,
January 17 along with highlights from
selected country studies.

The final country reports are now available on our
website (www.gdnet.org).
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Varieties of Governance:
Effective Public Service
Delivery: Examining service
delivery within a political economy
framework

GDN’s new Global Research Project entitled
‘Varieties of Governance: Effective Public Service
Delivery’ explores the links between governance
varieties and effective public service delivery −
the availability, quality and distribution of
services in the areas of education, water and
transport infrastructure (roads). The project will
explore the role of formal and informal
institutions, and the impact of policy
experiments such as decentralization,
functioning of specialized agencies, private sector
participation, quasi-markets, and community
participation to name a few, at both country and
sector level, in effective public service delivery in
up to 15 countries.

The impact of policy experiments will be
evaluated and clear policy implications will be
drawn for dissemination in policy circles at all
levels. The role of unions, corporate providers,
citizens, media, political parties and different
types of market mechanisms such as jobs and
pay, management, consumers and residents, etc.,
will be studied under the political economy
framework of the project, which will encompass
organization and regulation of each sector.

Several interesting examples reflecting the
challenges and problems in the sectors have been
highlighted in the GDN thematic papers on the
three focus sectors, commissioned in late 2008
and presented at a global workshop organized in
Kuwait City, February 2009. All these papers
have been published in GDN’s Working Paper
Series and are available on GDN’s website. 

A Call for Proposals will be issued in 2010 to select the
case studies that will be conducted over the next two
years. 
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The project analyses challenges to road-maintenance
like cost and time overruns

Poor drinking water quality remains a serious concern in
many developing countries

Informal institutions can play an important role in
improving access to education
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THEMATIC PAPERS
Author Institutional Affiliation Topic 

Eduardo Engel Yale University Roads 

Rekha Balu, Harry Patrinos, Stanford University Basic Education 
and Emiliana Vegas The  World Bank

Stéphane Straub Toulouse School of Economics Water Supply

Ben Ross Schneider MIT Political Economy Framework

KEY QUESTIONS

! Poor quality, as measured by
student test scores in
standardized assessments and
other indicators of student
learning outcomes

! Large differences in equity
of access, in terms of the
quality differences among
schools that serve students
from different socio-economic
backgrounds.

! Inadequate access for the
poor to regulated water
network systems and their
dependence on high cost and
low quality small private service
providers

! Poor quality of water even in
many regulated water network
systems

! Under-maintenance, and
large differences in
maintenance among main
highways and other inter-city
roads, and among urban and
rural roads

! Excessive costs and cost-
and time-overruns in road
construction and maintenance
(as compared to benchmarks
for similar roads)

Basic Education Water Supply Roads

The Climate Challenge:
Sustaining Development Progress
in a Warming World

Preparation was initiated in early 2009 for a GRP
on Climate Change that aims to fill some major
gaps in the knowledge base relating to the
impact and implications of global climate change
for developing countries and transition
economies, especially to help them design
effective policies and instrumentalities to adapt
to what appears inevitable, as well as to promote
strategies for  inclusive and sustainable economic
growth with significantly lower levels of carbon-
intensity. Accordingly, the GRP aims to catalyze
and support research in areas where:

! the imbalance between developed and
developing regions of the world as regards
information or analyses related to climate change
is most pronounced; 

! teams in developing countries have a clear
comparative advantage both in terms of
empirical analysis as well as in gaining policy
traction with decision-makers and stakeholders; 

! promising learning opportunities have
emerged with respect to articulating policies,
programs or institutional innovations; and

! potential is evident for building capacity to
undertake climate policy research.



EXPECTED OUTPUTS

In addition to the specific findings
emanating from the individual studies, the
GRP is envisaged to also yield the following:

! Catalyze researchers in developing
countries to work on the climate change-
development nexus, while linking them to
one another and to experts elsewhere. 

! Promote South-South learning and
South-North dialogue based on solid
evidence, research and analysis of
phenomena observed and collated in
developing countries. 

! Provide cross-country analyses to help
shape policy agendas and public debate on
climate change within countries as well as in
regional and global fora. 

! Conduct multi-country comparative
research on focused topics. 

! Disseminate research findings at both
regional and global levels

In order to define a manageable and realistic
scope of the GRP, the focus has been
selectively narrowed to a few areas in the call
for research proposals. A wide range of
discussions with researchers and
policymakers in both developing and
developed countries as well as multilateral
entities have also sought to identify specific
researchable questions and to determine the
salience of particular topics at this time
especially in light of the outcome of the
Copenhagen summit in December 2009.
Fundraising for the project will begin in
earnest after the Annual GDN Conference
in Prague.
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The global 15-country study seeks to understand
the processes and mechanisms that support poor
people's movement out of poverty and their
staying out of poverty over time. The study aims
to bring a bottom-up perspective to policy
debates about wealth creation and shared
economic growth, by talking to men and women
who have moved out and stayed out of poverty
permanently and compare their experiences to
those who had fallen into poverty, who were
stuck, and those who were never poor. By
focusing on communities rather than countries,
it fills a gap in the literature which tends to be
pre-occupied with issues at the macro level and
not at the micro level. 

Many of the research findings challenge
conventional wisdom. The Afghanistan study,
for example, shatters the widely-held belief that
Afghans are uninterested in democracy. In a 
New York Times Op-Ed (The Taliban Solution,
November 10, 2009), director of the Moving
Out of Poverty project, Deepa Narayan writes: 

Listen to the language with which the West discusses
Afghanistan: that ‘ungovernable’ land, ‘tribal,’
‘fractious,’ ‘violent,’ ‘feudal’ and full of ‘feuds.’

But our study found that, contrary to this portrait, even
the poor and illiterate in Afghanistan believe in the
language of democracy more than the language of the
gun, and have demonstrated this enthusiasm in ways
that most Westerners have yet to notice.

Being conducted across different growth
contexts from Latin America and Africa to South
and East Asia, seven of the country studies have a
special focus on how conflict affects mobility
experiences. 

The project is currently in the dissemination
phase. Its findings have been published in a
series of publications, the fourth volume of
which was recently published under the title
‘Moving Out of Poverty: Rising from the Ashes
of Conflict.’  

Key support for this research project has come
from the Ministry of Finance, Government of
Luxembourg and The World Bank.
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Moving Out of Poverty
Strategic Research Partnership

...study found that, contrary to this portrait, even the
poor and illiterate in Afghanistan believe in the language
of democracy more than the language of the gun....
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GDN’s Inter-Regional Research Projects (IRPs)
are a new form of collaborative research that
enable its Regional Network Partners (RNPs) to
engage in ambitious projects on themes rooted
in regional relevance. The overall objective of
IRPs is to encourage South-South collaboration,
by facilitating the exchange of knowledge and
expertise between RNPs.  Currently, two IRPs
are underway, on an 18-month timeline 
between June 2009 and December 2010: 

Latin America and Africa:
Cross-regional Dialogue 
on the Effects of Commodity
Dependence

Over the last two decades, most African
economies have shifted considerably from
command-based to market-based structures
through increased liberalization, contested
politics and increasing participation of major
stakeholders. Latin American economies have
experienced similar changes over the period,

with the strengthening of market and democratic
institutions.  

Additionally, both these regions share the
common feature of  high dependence on a few
commodities. This IRP examines the many
interesting questions associated with the role of
commodities in development from a
comparative perspective, using pairs of countries
with similar abundances and/or dependences but
with markedly different outcomes. The project
comprises of such comparative case studies of
Oil (Colombia and Nigeria), Copper (Chile
and Zambia) and Food Security
(Argentina and Malawi).

Cities: An Analysis of the Post-
Communist Experience

This IRP will use the natural experiment of the
move from the inherent “out-of-market
equilibrium” structure of cities in the post-
communist world towards a more normal
structure over the past 20 years, combined with a
comparison to the historically determined
development of comparable cities in the West, to
gain insight into the important features of 21st
century urban life.

Led jointly by GDN’s regional partners
CERGE-EI (Center for Economic Research and

Graduate Education – Economics Institute) and
EERC (Economics Education and Research
Consortium), the project employs a
multidisciplinary research framework, as
urbanization impacts economic conditions,
health, social welfare, transport, politics as well
as civil society.

This project will complement the 2009 Word
Development Report which focuses on
Economic Geography but omits the unique
environment of the CIS and CEE. The broad
research themes are City Growth, the
Economics of Cities, and the Sociology and
Governance of Cities. 

Inter-Regional Research Projects



27

Institutional Capacity
Strengthening of African
Public Policy Institutes to
Support Inclusive Growth 
and the MDGs

In March 2008, in partnership with our Regional
Network Partner, the African Economic
Research Consortium (AERC), and funded by
the UNDP’s Regional Bureau for Africa, GDN
began a project entitled 'Institutional Capacity
Strengthening of African Public Policy Institutes to
Support Inclusive Growth and the MDGs'. The
project represents the first collaborative effort
between GDN and one of its Regional Network
Partners. 

The overarching objective of the project is to
provide support to enhance knowledge
management capacity for African policy research
institutes and networks, with a particular focus
on tackling the issues of poverty and hunger
within the Millennium Development Goals
framework. It will seek to strengthen multi-
disciplinary research capacity on poverty analysis
and contribute to bridging the gap between
research and policy on poverty reduction and
sustainable development.

Institutes from all over Africa responded to an
open call for proposals, from which five
institutes were selected jointly by GDN and
AERC to participate in this project. A group of
expert advisors, including academics and
policymakers, will provide support through
periodic visits to each institution through the
course of the project.

! African Institute for Economic Development

and Planning - IDEP (Senegal) 
! Centre of Development Studies - CDS

(South Africa) and Department of
Geography, University of Zambia (Zambia) 

! Institute of Statistical, Social and Economic
Research - ISSER (Ghana) 

! Kenya Institute for Public Policy Research
and Analysis - KIPPRA (Kenya) 

! Nigerian Institute of Social and Economic
Research - NISER (Nigeria) 

Three workshops were held in 2009. The first
one took place at GDN's Tenth Annual Global
Development Conference in Kuwait, in
February 2009 and provided the opportunity for
participants to report preliminary findings from
one of their papers, whilst all research papers
were presented at a workshop in Cape Town,
South Africa in May 2009. The final set of 17
papers from all participating institutions
incorporating inputs from resource persons and
other reviewers was received in August 2009.

Participants expressed a strong interest in receiving
some formal training on making presentations and
drafting policy briefs as part of the “institutional
capacity strengthening” agenda. In response, GDN
and AERC invited researchers from the 5

Support to Research Institutions

GDN-AERC Joint Workshop in Cape Town, South Africa
May 7-8, 2009
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participating institutions to attend the GDNet
Research Communications to Policy Workshop in
Nairobi in November 2009, organized in
partnership with ODI. Participants received
training on preparing policy briefs based on the
papers which they wrote within the scope of this
project.

The project is now in its final dissemination
phase. All papers have already been published in
the GDN Working Paper Series (WPs).
Additional targeted publication outlets include:
an edited volume in the GDN-Edward Elgar
Global Development Series, special issue of a

journal with a focus on Africa, and policy briefs
based on the papers.

The project was widely appreciated among GDN’s
Regional Network Partners (RNPs) as the role
model for conducting a joint activity between
GDN and its partners. GDN and AERC are keen
to further building and strengthening capacity not
only across institutions but also in Africa-based
researchers, and to enhance the research-policy
link. This project gave Africa-based institutions the
opportunity to network amongst themselves and it
is hoped that this joint engagement will lead to
more collaborative work in the future. 

Strengthening Institutions to
Improve Public Expenditure
Accountability

WHAT DO ALL THE BUDGET NUMBERS
ADD UP TO? 

Overview: Policymakers in 15 developing
countries in Latin America, South, East and
Central Asia and Sub-Saharan Africa will soon
have access to evidence-based policy options for
improving budget allocations in health,
education and water. The Global Development
Network (GDN), in partnership with Results
for Development (R4D) is implementing a
research project on ‘Strengthening Institutions to
Improve Public Expenditure Accountability’.  This
five-year, £5 million project is funded 
by the Department for International
Development (DFID), UK through its
Governance and Transparency Fund (GTF).
The fundamental goal of this project is to
improve development outcomes by increasing
the effectiveness with which governments
allocate and use their resources. 

The project has an integrated Monitoring and
Evaluation component being operated by the
National Opinion Research Centre (NORC),
University of Chicago. 

Wide Interest Generated: Through a rigorous
selection process involving five Regional
Committees, GDN’s Regional Network Partners
(RNPs) and DFID country offices, 11 academic
and policy research institutions and think tanks
were selected to participate in this project. Their
selection brings the total number of partners to
15, covering regions from Latin America, South,
East and Central Asia and Sub-Saharan Africa.
The countries from which the partners have
been selected are ranked either politically free or
partially free by the Freedom House index. 

The implementing partners are operating
independently and are either relatively new or
well established with technical capacity to
undertake rigorous analysis of public expenditure

Project-launch press conference in Guatemala, 
August 2009
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Partners
1. Advanced Social Technologies (AST) Armenia
2. Center for Economics and Development
Studies (CEDS) Faculty of Economics,
Padjadjaran University Indonesia
3. Center for Research and Communication
(CRC) Philippines
4. Centre for Budget and Policy Studies (CBPS)
India
5. Center for the Implementation of Public
Policies Promoting Equity and Growth
(CIPPEC) Argentina
6. Center for the Study of the Economies of
Africa (CSEA) Nigeria
7. Economic Policy Research Centre (EPRC)
Uganda

8. Economic and Social Research Foundation
(ESRF) Tanzania
9. Fundación para el Desarrollo de Guatemala
(FUNDESA) Guatemala
10. Graduate School of Public Administration
and Public Policy (EGAP, Tecnológico de
Monterrey University)  Mexico
11. Institute of Economic Affairs (IEA) Kenya
12. Integrated Social Development Centre
(ISODEC) Ghana
13. Policy Research and Development (PRAD)
Nepal
14. Research Center of the University of the
Pacific (CIUP) Peru
15. Unnayan Shamannay (US) Bangladesh



Policy Outreach
International Initiative for
Impact Evaluation (3ie)

GDN has engaged in an intellectual partnership
with the International Initiative for
Impact Evaluation (3ie) to support quality
impact evaluations and research. 

3ie aims to improve the lives of poor people in
low - and middle-income countries by
providing, and summarizing, evidence of what
works, when, why and for how much. Operating
as a grants program, 3ie aims to address the
knowledge-gap related to net impacts of
approaches in health, education, household
welfare and other conditions. Through 3ie,
GDN promotes the mutual development of
capacity around the world to conduct rigorous
impact evaluations and to use evidence in
policymaking.

Through the first round of its Open Window
grants in June 2009, 3ie awarded funding to 18
proposals for impact evaluation studies. Over
half of these studies are based in Africa, a third in
Asia and the remainder in Latin America.  

In March-April, 2009, 3ie organized a conference
entitled ‘Perspectives on Impact Evaluation’
in Cairo. More than 700 experts from diverse

perspectives came together to draw lessons learnt
and engage with different approaches within the
real-world of political, financial, and time
limitations. 

The ‘Journal for Development Effectiveness’ was
also launched at the conference. In addition, the
3ie Working Paper Series, as well as a number of
policy briefs, were launched to help bridge the
information gap and provide real evidence and
practical policy recommendations.       

As part of its Knowledge Services, 3ie developed
and launched a comprehensive database tailored
for researchers, practitioners and policy-makers
who are looking for information on successful
interventions. The database provides study
findings and methodologies for researchers
program managers and policy makers to help
them design and implement impact evaluations.
(The database is available online on
www.3ieimpact.org/
database_of_impact_evaluations.html)

3ie designed an online roster of experts from
around the world who could help practitioners
and policy makers in designing and conducting
impact evaluations of their programs. This
directory is available at:
www.3ieimpact.org/expert_roster.html
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priorities. The coverage across the developing
world, mixing countries with different income
levels, geographic size, institutional capabilities,
and governance systems, is aimed to encourage
cross-learning between partners.

The project, running through June 2013, will
conduct rigorous analysis of public
expenditures at the district, state and national

level as well as engage in concerted
dissemination and outreach efforts involving
policymakers, media and other relevant
stakeholders. The first round of program
budgeting and benefit incidence analysis have
been conducted in 2009 and will be repeated for
the following 3 budget cycles. Cost
effectiveness analysis will start in 2010. 
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Also organized during 2009 were eight
evaluation design clinics in Egypt, India,
South Africa, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Uganda and
Zambia where the 3ie team trained program

managers from leading development agencies
and government institutions. In addition, a
monthly seminar series on impact evaluation was
hosted at the GDN Secretariat in New Delhi.

Shaping Agricultural and
Trade Policies in Sub-Saharan
Africa and South Asia:
Promoting Evidence-Informed
Policies

This project, which aims to help shape north-
south and south-south debates on agricultural
and trade policies in Sub-Saharan Africa and
South Asia, is supported by a $4.5 million grant
from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation as an
instrument to operationalize GDN’s strategy for
bridging research-to-policy. More specifically,
the project seeks to enhance policy traction of
research by actively involving regional
policymakers and other key stakeholders not
only in drawing policy implications from study
results but also in identifying the priority topics
and themes to be researched. Concurrently it

seeks to strengthen the capacity of researchers to
present timely, policy relevant, easily accessible
and well-articulated findings and policy options
to the policy community at large. 

Following substantive discussion between GDN,
AERC and Gates Foundation staff in May 2009
and with SANEI in late August, the
implementation of the project has been
reengineered whereby changes have been made
in the sequencing of activities and certain aspects
of the organizational setup. The Project
Coordinator and Policy Outreach Assistant are
on board on a permanent basis. Ten Country
Issues Notes , five each from South Asia and
Sub-Saharan Africa have been commissioned and
will be discussed at a workshop in Prague on
January 14th. The output will form the basis for
a discussion note for the first set of substantive
engagements with policymakers and
stakeholders.

3ie Seminar Series



Regional Training Program
GDN, in collaboration with its Regional
Network Partners (RNPs) successfully
concluded the first round of training courses
under its Regional Training Program in July
2009. The essence of this training program is to
further strengthen the collaboration and
cooperation between GDN and its RNPs and
also increase cooperation, degree of involvement
and support between Northern and Southern
RNPs.

The first round of courses was held in July 2009.
These courses were conducted by GDN’s
regional partners Latin American and Caribbean
Economic Association (LACEA) and Economic
Research Forum (ERF) in their respective
regions. 

LACEA, in partnership with the Pontificia
Universidad Javeriana, (PUJ), Colombia,
conducted a Workshop in Spanish entitled
‘Applied Econometrics for the Analysis of Micro and
Panel Data’. Its main objective was to reach
students, researchers and junior policy makers in

Latin America and the Caribbean who have
limited access to advanced training. 

Around 35 participants from Latin America
and the US attended the workshop. Almost
half the applicants were from outside
Colombia; demonstrating considerable
demand among researchers for such
trainings despite the costs involved. Results
of a post-training survey showed that all
participants approved the idea of holding such
workshops. 

ERF’s Workshop (in English) entitled ‘Writing
Winning Research Proposals and Papers’ sought to
address two themes of Institutions/Governance and
Labor and Human Development. Nine trainees
from the ERF region were selected for this
program. Its main objectives were to  identify
research questions relevant to policy making, adopt
proper analytical methodologies to tackle these and
to sharpen the skills of selected trainees in writing
policy-relevant, methodologically sound research
proposals and papers. 
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GDN is a Network…
Promotes the exchange of ideas and cooperation for 
collaborative research. Facilitates knowledgesharing among
researchers and policy makers.
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Annual Global 
Development Conferences

GDN’s annual conferences provide the venue for an exciting exchange on issues
of sustainable development and poverty reduction held each year in a
different region of the world.
By bringing together both researchers and policymakers, we facilitate greater
exchanges between local policymakers and developing country researchers.

10th Annual Global
Development Conference:
Natural Resources and
Development

The Tenth Annual Global Development
Conference, hosted by the Arab Fund for Social
and Economic Development (AFESD),
addressed the relationship between Natural
Resources and Development. In particular,

discussions focused on natural resources
management in view of the imminent challenges
to our environment, and on the ‘resource curse’
phenomenon wherein many resource-rich
countries have experienced low savings and
investment rates over the years.   

The opening plenary, chaired by GDN
Director Ernesto Zedillo, focused on the
importance of Natural Resources Management
to Development Planning. Mohammed Al-

The opening (welcome) session of the 10th Annual Global Development Conference at AFESD, Kuwait
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Sabah, Prime Minister, Kuwait, highlighted the
importance of water as a natural resource to Arab
countries, and the need for its planned
management for sustainable development in the
region. Justin Lin, Chief Economist, World
Bank, stressed on the need for a market-based
price mechanism for oil, to prevent fluctuations
that have a negative impact on both producers
and consumers. 

At plenary two, dedicated to the Political
Economy of Natural Resources, speakers argued
that although the initial explanation for the
resource curse was economic, the key issues were
political. Paul Collier, from the Centre for the
Study of African Economies (ESAE), UK,
presented evidence of how natural resources, in
conjunction with ‘weak political systems’ can
fund civil wars. 

At plenary three, ‘The Challenge of Sustainable
Development,’ participants mulled the possibility
of a price mechanism that takes into account
environmental costs, paid by the polluters to
those who contribute towards preserving the
environment.

The fourth plenary was dedicated to discussions
about fiscal and monetary policy instruments that

could help avert the natural resources curse.

The conference was preceded by six workshops,
on a variety of research themes including
migration, governance, climate change,
institutional capacity strengthening, and bridging
research and policy and impact evaluation. 

The participants represented a variety of
academic disciplines, and included academicians,
leading policy makers and think tank specialists.
By the end of the conference, they suggested five
ways to transform the natural resources curse
into a blessing:

1) Build good political and legal institutions.

2) If the country has high levels of poverty, 
invest in raising consumption at home, in
education, and in the domestic economy.

3) Diversify economies so that poor countries
are not dependent on natural resources.

4) Invest in ‘checks and balances’ (such as free
media) that improve governance and
transparency so that decisions about how to
spend revenue from natural resources can be
tested by the public.

GDN thanks the Arab Fund for Economic and Social Development (AFESD) for
the generosity and hospitality with which it hosted the conference.  

Plenary 3 panel: (from left) Thomas Sterner, Per Pinstrup-Andersen, Marianne Fay, Alan Winters and Priya Shyamsundar



5) Internalize environment costs in decisions
related to the food system so that either
polluters pay, or good practice is rewarded.

3ie LAUNCH
At the workshop on impact evaluation, the
International Initiative for Impact Evaluation
(3ie) was launched as a program-division of
GDN. 3ie, a grants program, finances impact
studies and quality evaluations in middle and
low income countries. At the launch workshop,
developing country researchers and 3ie
representatives met and identified priority areas
for impact evaluation, based on which the 3ie
Board determined the priority themes and
Enduring Questions (EQs) for the initiative’s
grant funding programs.   

RESOURCE CHARTER LAUNCHED 
The draft of a new ‘Resource Charter’ was
launched for consultation at the conference. The
charter creates a step-by-step guide for
governments of resource-rich
developing countries to help them make core
decisions – beginning with the decision to
extract natural resources like oil, gas or minerals,
and ending with decisions about using
the revenues they generate. 

The draft was launched for public consultation by
economist and critically acclaimed author of The
Bottom Billion, Paul Collier, Nobel Prize winner
Michael Spence,  economist Anthony Venables,
an NGO called Revenue Watch Institute, and a
group of

independent lawyers and political scientists. It
could help some of the world’s poorest countries
to lift living standards at a time when the global
financial crisis puts pressure on aid budgets.

The Charter will also put pressure on others
who can make a difference, such as the
governments of developed countries and
transnational extraction companies. It will
encourage them to compete for contracts to
extract resources in an open and fair way. It also
outlines ways in which the risk of price changes
in commodities like oil could be shared between
the governments of poor countries and the
extraction companies.

GDN 2009 SURVEY
The Kyiv School of Economics and the Kyiv
Economics Institute organized a survey among
participants of the conference on how the global
economic crisis had affected various countries,
how they thought it would unravel over the
coming months and what policy remedies they
proposed. The following findings emerged out
of the responses: 

1) The average forecast for 2009 GDP growth is
positive for developing countries but negative
for developed countries.
2) The bottom of the economic slowdown is
expected to be reached at the end of 2009,
beginning of 2010. 
3) Ninety-four percent of all respondents think
the government should stimulate the economy
in case of an economic slowdown in their
country.
4)  Many respondents are unhappy about how
governments have handled the situation so far.
5) A policy mix is thought to be the most
effective way to counter the economic
slowdown.
6) Multilateral action is believed to be the best
approach. 
7) The poor are thought to be most affected by
the economic slowdown.
8) Ninety-two percent of all respondents are in
favor of special social measures to protect those
most affected by the slowdown.
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The Climate Change workshop in progress
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Distribution of Participants

Organization/Sector

Discipline

Regional

Designation

GDNet is a knowledge hub that brings together and communicates policy relevant
research from the Global South. It  aims to be an internationally recognized focal
point / knowledge broker for development research to inform policy debate. GDNet
is a partnership with regional networks and leading experts in the field. GDNet
provides access to on-line journals and data, synthesizes and communicates Southern
research, and strengthens research communications capacity.

Research Communication from and for the Global South

GDNet

Launch of the new GDNet platform

The new platform and website were successfully
launched on January 18th 2009, in time for the GDN
10th Annual Conference in Kuwait. The new
architecture enhances usability, knowledge sharing and
focuses on promoting researchers and their work.

With the new design, GDNet should become the first
stop for those working in development to network  with
others researchers and research institutes, creating
connections in and between the north and south.

Three new languages were introduced besides English:
Spanish, in the Latin America Window; French, in the
Africa Window; and Arabic, in the MENA Window.

New audio and visual spaces were created to
promote social networking, policy outreach and
discussion of key topical issues, including a Policy
Corner, Focus On and People Count. 
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Regional Consultations 
GDNet was evaluated in 2008, and was found to be providing a valued service, but that this service
was mainly  a researcher-dedicated one. 
The 2008 evaluation also found that GDNet could be better realizing the communications potential
offered by its relationships with regional network partners. 

The consultation process focused on how to best consolidate the good work GDNet was doing with
the knowledgebase but add an outreach dimension to policy to increase effectiveness of development
research. Different streams were considered as schematically illustrated.  
Ongoing GDNet regional program activities include: eight regional windows developed online and
managed in partnership with regional network partners, mentoring and peer review pilots with
LACEA, ERF and CERGE-EI and Policy Pilot with ERF. 

GDNet 2010- 2014 Strategy 
The emerging 2010 – 2014 strategy is strongly oriented towards policy outreach, building on
GDNet’s strengths in knowledge sharing and knowledge services, and extending them into research
communications to policy. 
GDNet aims to establish itself as a
knowledge hub for policy-relevant research
in the South, drawing on research from the
South and the North. The strategy has a
major element aimed at working closely
with the Regional Network Partners  and
delivering a broader range of services at the
regional level. 
The new strategy thus has three clusters of
activity: Knowledge Sharing building on
existing strengths and developing thematic
products to inform policy debate; Regional Network Partners: building partnerships towards
strengthening capacity to communicate evidence based research to policy and engage in development
policy dialogues; Capacity Building in Research Communications building research communications
capacity both thematically and regionally to promote South-South collaboration.  



39

GDNet Research Communications to
Policy Workshops 
Two GDNet Research Communications to
Policy Workshops were held in Nairobi (26 – 28
November) and Colombo (2-3 December) in
collaboration with African Economic Research
Consortium, Center for Poverty Analysis and
Overseas development Institute.  
There is an increasing demand from researchers
for such research communications training

workshops and an emerging interest in
mentoring activities and support to develop
capacity to produce policy briefs, press releases
and outreach material. 
The workshops are designed to strengthen
research communication for policy outreach and
to develop communication products. The
workshops are targeted at researchers who are
working with or on a GDN research program,
project or organization. 

An expanding research repository
www.gdnet.org/~development_research
" 15,743 abstracts of research generated by scholars from developing countries with links to full
documents, researchers’ profiles and affiliated organizations
" The GDNet partnership agreement with ELDIS Gateway to Development Information
continues to provide the GDN Community with the latest research from their specialized database  

A growing development research community
www.gdnet.org/~register
" 9694 researchers and 4331 organizations make use of our services 70% of organizations and 80%
of researchers are from non-OECD countries
" Over 150 new researchers profiles are added every month
" Over 30 000 subscribers receive the monthly newsletter Research in Focus featuring the latest
highlights from the GDNet Knowledgebase. 

More online services
www.gdnet.org/~online_services
An increasing number of registered researchers are accessing a host of online services free of cost.
These include:

" Project MUSE (John Hopkins University), a full text, online database of more than 120 social
science journals;
" The British Library of Development Studies, providing document delivery service of journal
articles and parts of books from a collection of 1000 journals and 5000 serials; 
" Financial and socioeconomic datasets which are made available as part of the GDN partnership
with the World Bank Data Group; 
" A bi-monthly newsletter featuring an extensive compilation of region specific funding
opportunities for researchers from developing countries; 
" Access to JSTOR is granted to Business, Business II, Arts and Science II and VI Collections to
eligible researchers on the knowledgebase. This collection brings together several hundred titles in
Economics, Finance, Education, Social Sciences, Political Science, Archaeology, Marketing and
Management. Effective 17 September, 2009, portfolio access has been expanded to include all

GDNet Knowledge Sharing Services: Facts and Figures 2009
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JSTOR collections and eligibility criteria for JSTOR access has been amended to extend services
to only qualified researchers as per the JSTOR African Access Initiative and Developing
Nations Tier 1 Countries. 

GDN Library
www.gdnet.org/~gdn_library
" All research generated through GDN activities across all regions is fully accessible through the
GDN Library. 

Regional Windows 
www.gdnet.org/~regional_windows
" Eight regional windows regularly updated to feature the latest research, connect researchers,
showcase organizations and promote news, jobs and funding opportunities.

Global Policy Dialogues

GDN launched its ‘Global Policy Dialogues’ series
in December, 2009. The Dialogues are a series
of consultations involving policy makers,
researchers, policy analysts and academicians,
and aim to: 

! provide a platform for stimulating evidence-
based policy debates on global issues of interest
to developing nations so as to bring about
greater clarity around the concepts

! serve as a forum for bringing
Southern perspectives on an
international platform.

The first Dialogue in the series
was held in New Delhi, in
collaboration with the
International Monetary Fund.
The event, on ‘Lessons with IMF’s
Newest Crisis Programs and its
Evolving Mandate,’ saw a host of
eminent policymakers, bankers
and academicians come together
to analyze the experiences of the
Fund’s 15- country crisis
program and its evolving
mandate. 

(L to R) Mythili Bhusnurmath, Consulting Editor, The Economic Times;
Amar Bhattacharya, Executive Director of the G-24 Secretariat in
Washington DC; Vijay Kelkar, Chairman, 13th Finance Commission,
India; Gerardo della Paolera, GDN President; Ranjit Teja, Deputy
Director, Strategy Policy and Review, IMF

Lorenzo Giorgianni, Assistant
Director, Emerging Markets

Division, IMF



Research Dissemination
Global Development Network
Working Paper Series
Editor: George Mavrotas, 
Chief Economist, GDN

GDN launched its Working Paper Series in
September 2009, to stimulate discussion and
engage in the widest possible dissemination of
research papers and findings from specific studies
conducted as part of the core activities of GDN
such as the Global Research Projects (GRPs),
Annual Awards and Medals Competitions and
Other Strategic Research Partnerships.

The GDN Working Papers are available in their

electronic version only.

The launch edition comprised of research papers
generated as part of GDN’s GRPs on ‘Promoting
Innovative Programs from the Developing World:
Towards Realizing the Health MDGs in Africa and
Asia’ and ‘Varieties of Governance: Effective Public
Service Delivery’ as well as a major joint project
with AERC on ‘Institutional Capacity Strengthening
of African Public Policy Institutes to Support Inclusive
Growth and the MDGs.’ These papers present
interesting research findings from study areas
such as health, education, water, poverty, urban
agriculture and many more.

37 Working Papers have been published from the Series so far, all of which are available on GDN’s
website at  http://www.gdnet.org/cms.php? id=publications_listing&type_id=1

Publications
Global Development Network Series 
Series Editor: George Mavrotas, Chief Economist, GDN

HEALTH CARE SYSTEMS IN DEVELOPING  AND 
TRANSITION COUNTRIES
The Role of Research Evidence

Edited by Diana Pinto Masís, Associate Professor, Pontificia
Universidad Javeriana School of Medicine and Associate Researcher,
Fedesarrollo, Bogotá, Colombia and Peter C. Smith, Professor of
Health Policy, Business School and Institute for Global Health, Imperial
College, London, UK 

Health policy is a central preoccupation of many, if not all, developing

NEW

Meeting the challenge of development in the contemporary age of globalization demands greater
empirical knowledge. While most research emanates from the developed world, the Global
Development Network series is designed to give voice to researchers from the developing and
transition world – those experiencing first-hand the promises and pitfalls of development. This series
presents the best examples of innovative and policy-relevant research from such diverse countries as
Nigeria and China, India and Argentina, Russia and Egypt. It encompasses all major development
topics ranging from the details of privatization and social safety nets to broad strategies to realize the
Millennium Development Goals and achieve the greatest possible progress in developing countries.
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countries. This book presents a selection of ten studies that illustrate the powerful tool that carefully
conducted research can offer policy-makers seeking to address common health policy issues. The
studies included in this book illustrate the major gains to patients and citizens that can accrue from
research efforts, stimulating research capacity in developing countries. Although many of the
challenges confronting health systems are universal, it is often the case that research results derived
from developing countries can be misleading when applied to the low or middle-income settings.
This insightful book will be a valuable research tool for academics, researchers and policy-makers in
economics and health.

DIVERSITY IN ECONOMIC GROWTH 
Global Insights and Explanations

Edited by Gary McMahon, Private Consultant, Virginia, US, Hadi
Salehi Esfahani, Director, Centre for South Asian and Middle Eastern
Studies, University of Urbana at Urbana-Champaign, US and Lyn
Squire, Former President, Global Development Network in New
Delhi. 

India Economists have long relied on cross-country regression analysis
to identify the determinants of continued growth, but with only limited success. This book
demonstrates the value of a different approach. The editors isolate three attributes that appear to be
associated with long-term growth. First, whatever the form of the decision-making authority, all are
ultimately subject to an element of political constraint: the population at large must eventually
experience the benefits of growth if the authority is to remain in power. Broad-based growth is
therefore required for growth to be sustained. 

Second, given the complexity and dynamism of the world, and our imperfect  understanding of how
it works, ideological rigidity will inevitably prove disastrous, whereas pragmatism and responsiveness
to changing conditions and to ineffective policy initiatives are more likely to prolong growth. Third,
unconventional substitutes can fill critical gaps while more formal institutions are being developed,
thus hastening the growth process in the short run.

NEW

GLOBAL EXCHANGE AND POVERTY
Trade, Investment and Migration

Edited by Robert E.B. Lucas, Professor of Economics, Boston
University, US, Lyn Squire, Former President, Global Development
Network in New Delhi, India and T.N. Srinivasan, Samuel C. Park
Jr. Professor of Economics, Economic Growth Center, Yale University,
US

This book examines how policies implemented by OECD members
affect development and poverty in developing and transition economies. Drawing on the rich results
of the GDN project, ‘The Impact of Rich Countries-Policies on the Poor: Perspectives from the
Developing World’, this work focuses on three areas of interaction between developed countries and
the rest of the world: trade, migration and foreign direct investment. This book fits into the ongoing
debate on OECD policy coherence. Specifically, the authors examine whether policies could be
made mutually consistent and coherent in each country and coordinated across countries in order to
avoid contradictions and cumulative unintended consequences.

NEW
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Resource Mobilization
GDN has implemented several projects over the past ten years. These include eight Global Research Projects -
bringing together research teams from developing countries to address the most pressing issues of development; three
partnership projects related to public expenditure analysis, institutional capacity building and trade and agricultural
policies. A snapshot of GDN's projects is given below: 

1. Explaining Growth GRP Completed 3.0 2000 2003 1.52

2. Understanding Reform: GRP Completed 3.0 2001 2004 1.74
A Multidisciplinary Approach

3. Bridging Research and Policy GRP Completed 5.0 2001 2006 1.99

4. Impact of Rich Countries’ Policies GRP Completed 3.0 2004 2007 1.46
on Poverty: Perspectives from 
the Developing World

5. Promoting Innovative Programs GRP Ongoing 4.0 Jun-06 2010 4.78
from the Developing World: Towards 
Realizing the Health MDGs in 
Africa and Asia

6. Development on the Move: Measuring GRP Ongoing 4.3 Sep-06 Mar-10 1.79
and Optimizing Migration’s 
Economic and Social Impacts

7. Varieties of Governance: Effective GRP Ongoing 3.0 Jun-08 Dec-11 2.14
Public Service Delivery

8. Climate Change GRP Ongoing 4.0 Feb-09 Dec-12 5.00

9. Strengthening Institutions to SRP Ongoing 4.5 Jan-09 Jul-13 8.50
Improve Public Expenditure 
Accountability (DFID)

10. Institutional Capacity Strengthening SRP Ongoing 1.5 Mar-08 Aug-09 1.00
of African Public Policy 
Institutes (UNDP)

11. Policy Outreach: Agricultural & SRP Ongoing 4.2 Nov-08 Dec-12 4.49
Trade policies in Sub-Saharan 
Africa & South Asia (Gates)

12. CEE & CIS Regions: CITIES - An IRP Ongoing 1.5 Jan-09 Jul-10 0.25
Analysis of the Post-Communist 
Experience

13. Latin America & Africa: Cross-regional IRP Ongoing 1.5 Jan-09 Jul-10 0.25
dialogue on the effects of 
commodity dependence

Total 34.91

# Projects Project Status Total Duration Start End Total Cost 
Type (Years) Date Date (Million $)

GRP - Global Research Projects
SRP - Strategic Research Partnerships
IRP - Inter-regional Research Project
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Donors
� Australian Agency for International Development, 

Australia

� Federal Ministry of Finance, Austria

� International Development Research Centre,

Canada

� Ministry for Foreign Affairs, Finland

� Japan International Cooperation Agency, Japan

� Ministry of Finance, Japan

� Arab Fund for Economic and Social Development,

Kuwait

� Ministry of Development Cooperation,

Luxembourg

� Ministry of Finance, Luxembourg

� Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Netherlands

� New Zealand Agency for International

Development, New Zealand

� Norwegian Agency for Development Cooperation,

Norway

� Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation, Spain

� Department for International Development, United

Kingdom

� The World Bank, United States

� Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, United States

� United Nations Development Programme, 

United States
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2009 GDN Board of Directors
Ernesto Zedillo, Chair
Director of the Yale Center for the Study of
Globalization, United States, and former Pesident
of Mexico
Isher Ahluwalia, Deputy Chair
Chair, Board of Governors, Indian Council for
Research on International Economic Relations
(ICRIER), India
Represents: South Asia
Ernest Aryeetey
Director, Institute of Statistical, Social, and
Economic Research, University of Ghana, Ghana
Represents: Sub-Saharan Africa
Abhijit Banerjee
Ford Foundation Professor of Economics,
Department of Economics, Massachusetts
Institute of Technology, United States 
Represents: North America
Eliana Cardoso
Professor of Economics, Escola de Economia da
Fundaco Getulio Vargas, Brazil
Represents: Latin America and the Caribbean 
Alan Gelb
Director, Development Policy, Development
Economics, The World Bank, United States
Represents: The World Bank
Ravi Kanbur
T.H. Lee Professor of World Affairs, International
Professor of Applied Economics & Management,
and Professor of Economics at Cornell University,
United States
Olav Kjorven
Assistant Secretary-General and Director of
Bureau for Development Policy, United Nations
Development Programme, United States 
Represents: the United Nations Development
Programme
Masanori Kondo
Associate Professor of Economics, International
Christian University, Japan
Represents: Japan
Mustapha Nabli
Senior Advisor, Development Economics, 
The World Bank

Represents: Middle East & North Africa
Vijay Naidu
Professor of Economics, University of the South
Pacific, Fiji 
Represents: South Pacific
Pablo Andres Neumeyer
Professor of Economics, Universidad Torcuato di
Tella, Argentina
Represents: The International Economics
Association
Jean-Philippe Platteau
Professor of Economics, University of Namur,
Belgium 
Represents: Western Europe
Vladimir Popov
Sector Head, Academy of the National Economy,
Russia
Represents: Commonwealth of Independent
States (CIS)   
Vincenzo Porcasi
Professor of Applied International Economy,
University of Trieste, Italy
Represents: The Government of Italy
Emma Porio
Professor of Sociology, Ateneo de Manila
University, Philippines
Represents: The International Sociological
Association
James Robinson
Professor of Government, Harvard University,
United States
Lourdes Sola
President, International Political Science
Association, Brazil
Represents: International Political Science
Association
Boris Vujcic
Deputy Governor, Croatian National Bank, Croatia
Represents: Eastern Europe
Mohamed Ariff
Executive Director, Malaysia Institute of Economic
Research
Represents: East Asia

GDN bids farewell to departing board members: Vincenzo Porcasi, University of Trieste, Italy; Eliana Cardoso, Escola de Economia da
Fundaco Getulio Vargas, Brazil
Isher Ahluwalia, Indian Council for Research on International Economic Relations (ICRIER), India; Ernest Aryeetey, Institute of
Statistical, Social, and Economic Research, Ghana; Vijay Naidu, University of the South Pacific, Fiji; and Pablo Andres Neumeyer,
Universidad Torcuato di Tella, Argentina have been reappointed.
GDN welcomes new members of its Board of Directors, who will be starting their term in 2010: Anne Harrison, The World Bank; Nora
Lustig, George Washington University, United States; and Alan Winters, Department for International development, UK.
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GDN’s Regional Network Partners 2009

REGION

Commonwealth of

Independent states

East Asia

Eastern &

Central Europe

Japan

Latin America and

the Caribbean

Middle East and

North Africa

North America

South Asia

South Pacific

Sub-Saharan Africa

Western Europe

Network Partners

Economics Education And Research

Consortium

East Asian Development Network

(EADN)

Center for Economic Research and

Graduate Education-Economics

Institute (CERGE_EI)

GDN-Japan

Latin American and Caribbean

Economic Association (LACEA)

Economic Research 

Forum (ERF)

Bureau for Research and Analysis of

Development (BREAD)

South Asia Network of Economic

research Institutes (SANEI) 

Oceania Development Network

(ODN)

African Economic Research

Consortium (AERC)

European Development Research

Network (EUDN) 

LOCATION

Kyiv, Ukraine

Bangkok, Thailand

Prague, Czech

Republic

Tokyo, Japan

Bogota, Colombia

Cairo, Egypt

Durham,  USA

Dhaka, Bangladesh

Apia, Samoa

Nairobi, Kenya

Namur, Belgium

NETWORK HEADS

Tom Coupe

tcoupe@eerc.kiev.ua

Chalongphob Sussangkarn

chalongp@tdri.or.th

Randall Filer

randall.filer@cerge-ei.cz

Naomi Miwa 

Miwa.Naomi@jica.go.jp

Mauricio Cardenas 

mcardenas@brookings.edu

Ahmed Galal

agalal@erf.org.eg

Duncan Thomas

bread@duke.edu

Mustafa K. Mujeri 

dg_bids@sdnbd.orgt

Wood Salele

w.salele@nus.edu.ws

William Lyakurwa

exec.dir@aercafrica.org

Jean-Phillippe Platteau

jean-philippe.platteau@fundp.ac.be



D
es

ig
ne

d 
by

:I
A

N
S

P
ub

lis
hi

ng


