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Measuring the interaction between the economy
and the environment

About the Program
The Global Development Network (GDN) conducted a two-year research capacity
building program to help three ecologically fragile countries — Madagascar, Mauritius
and Morocco —to understand and measure the interaction between socio-economic
activity and natural resources. The program bridged the gap between local knowledge
and high-quality data in the ﬁeld of natural capital accounting, in order to bring policyrelevant evidence to the forefront of debate and practice. It involved local researchers in
the global reﬂection on how to measure natural capital and ecosystem services, both
physically and monetarily.
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The program provided mentorship and guidance to three teams of researchers to
conduct research on measuring natural capital: beaches in Morocco, water in Mauritius
and a protected area in Madagascar. GDN provided the researchers with a holistic
framework to acquire best practices, tools and concepts, as well as the capacity to use
them. Today, the researchers have mastered the tools and concepts, both applying them
in their own countries and using the evidence derived from them to inform ongoing
debates on the environment. Findings helped to raise awareness on local environmental
issues through dissemination workshops and a policy dialogue in Paris in December 2015.
The studies showed that gathering evidence was a critical ﬁrst step to incentivize key
stakeholders toward action.
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